Responding to concerns procedure

Purpose

The purpose of this procedure is to explain how to respond to a concern about a child’s welfare. 


Summary of information

Types of abuse
Different types of abuse include:
· Neglect
· Physical abuse
· Sexual abuse
· Emotional abuse
· Domestic abuse
· Child sexual exploitation
· Harmful sexual behaviour
· Bullying and cyberbullying
· Online abuse
· Female genital mutilation
· Child trafficking and modern slavery
· County lines
Please visit https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect for more detailed information on each type. 

Disclosure
This is the process where individuals share their experience of abuse with someone else. Disclosure may happen directly, indirectly, behaviourally or non-verbally. Noticing signs of abuse can be really important, as individuals may not always feel comfortable to share their experiences. 

Signs of abuse
Signs of any type of abuse include:
· Being afraid of particular places or making excuses to avoid particular people.
· Knowing about or being involved in ‘adult issues’ which are inappropriate for their age or stage of development, for example alcohol, drugs and/or sexual behaviour.
· Having angry outbursts or behaving aggressively towards others.
· Becoming withdrawn or appearing anxious, clingy or depressed.
· Self-harming or having thoughts about suicide.
· Showing changes in eating habits or developing eating disorders.
· Regularly experiencing nightmares or sleep problems.
· Regularly wetting the bed or soiling their clothes.
· Running away or regularly going missing from home or care.
· Not receiving adequate medical attention after injuries.
For information on more specific signs of abuse, visit https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1188/definitions-signs-child-abuse.pdf. 



Responding to concerns

If you believe an individual is in immediate danger:
· Call the police.

If an individual is not in immediate danger:
· Contact your local child protection services. 
· Contact the NSPCC Helpline.


What information to record

· The child/individual’s details.
· What was said, or what the individual did, that gave you cause for concern. Also include when this happened and when it was disclosed.
· Any information given about the abuser.
· The name of the person raising the concern.


Contact details

Police: 999
NSPCC helpline: 0808 800 5000 help@nspcc.org.uk 
Childline: 0800 1111
bsportpsych@hotmail.com


This procedure was last reviewed on: 17/06/2025
Signed:
This policy will be reviewed annually.  









image1.png
£, Lampsen




image1.png
£, Lamgsen




